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December 12, 2003

Ilonorabls Pote Domeniol.
United States Senate

328 Hart Bujling : .
Washingten, D.C. 20510°

Dear Senator Domenici;

1 ain writing to express my concemn about the TANF rcauthorization bill’s (H.R. 4)
provision to expand the Survey of Income and Frogram Partic{pation (SIPP). I bilivve
that o state-specific survey would provide much more useful in cvaluating New Mexico's
TANF program. | am hopetul that you woula conslder co-sponsorlug Seralw
Rookefaller’s bill and amendment to provide for the: stal e-gpiceific cross sectional survey

instead of the SIPP cxpain’.sio:n’.‘

‘I'he overarching puwpose ol weilare rerorrn, sey fords bn i Umlﬁu reaulhvsicativi
legislation, is to improve the well-being of children. In order to evaluate the
effectiveness of statc TANF policy, states need relisble data on how their children are
faring. With this in mind, the reauthorization bill provides for expansion of the existing
Survey of Incomo end Program Participation (SLPP). However, even after expansion, the
SIPP would not provide statc-specific data for the twenty seven least populous states,
including New Mexico. A stats-level €ross sectional survey Luilt on the Nutivnal Survey
of Child Health would provide stute-apocific data on child well-being for every slate.
Therefare, | believe that a state-level survey of child and family well-baing built on the
Nationul Sutvey of Child Health would be a hetter investment:ot the funds allocated to
research within the reauithorization bill. o
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expansion cyyrently previded for iu the reeudiol jeqtion bill. Both cwirent law and the
House bill already include $10 million in annual funding for tracking child well-being.
The Rockefeller measures are designed to invest that funding more productively to
imprave statm palinysmeking capacity. o :

Stace Capiol = Room 417 « Santa Fe, Now Mexico 87501 % Mgovemor.scatc.nm.u&/l\:gov



EMH‘TL_M LU -2UD—£44-39D0U7

. JHAY U Uy L2227 U . Uuo 1 Ly

As you well know, policymﬁkers in New Mexico are often ﬁ-hatfated by the lack of
timely New Mexico-specific dara. The lack of information makes it diffioult to predict
the Lmpuct uf pulivy v cvep gauge its somoeguenoas. Crmation af the stateximval dara.
would enable.uy tu meke informod ohoicea and adjust etate poliey s necessaty.

Thank yuu'fd’r'fyour congidgeation.

Sincerely,
Luinas B, Qanioh

Diane D. Dealsh Lo
Lisutenant Governor of Now. Mexico



