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STATE OF MATNE
Ovrics OF THE QGOVERNOR
1 §TATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE
Q4333-0001

JOH% g,14% BALDACC!
I

AN 4R

January 9, 2004

SLumcr Susan Collins

172 Russell Sepate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Bly fax (202) 224-2693

dear Senato
|

[ am writing 10 ask you to cousider co-sponsoring a bill that would greatly
it nrve our knowledge of how Maine’s children are faring, and thus enable us to better
wirgs! our programs and services. This bill, which will be introduced by Sen.
Has - vecigr (D-WV), will also be offered as an emendment to the Temporary Assistance
fhi ~eedy Families reauthorization bill, H.R. 4, when it is taken up by the full Senate
ehrly this year. Itis a no-cost provision that would greatly improve our ability to serve
Muine's children.

As vou know, the welfare law and other federal Jegislation gives Maine und all
the wates greatly increased authority over the pragrams that serve children and familics.
In or ler to make decisiong about shere to invest our limited resources and how to
impirment those programs, we in Maine need good, current date about Maine’s children.
Lh ¢ unately, for the most pert that data simply docs not exist.

: The pending legislation for reauthorization of welfare reform includes $10 million
4'vear to be spent on collecting data on child well-being, Unfortunately, it is directed at
ekpanding a national survey, the Survey of Income and Program Perticipation (SIPP), and
. .ould provide data only at the national fevel, not state by state. As you know, shat
iy :eote of children in New York, ot Texas, is not necessarily true of children in Maine.

I'he . xpanded SIPP would only include 184 families from Maine, and not necessarily a
v sunlative sample of our families. As a result, the data is simply not statistically
relial-le, and cannot guide policy.

A better choice would be to invest the same money in a stte level survey, by
expanding the National Survey of Child Health. This approach, which is what Senator
Rockefeller is proposing, would give us data svery two years on the well-being of 2000
e i 23 10 Maine—enough to really assess how Maine's children are doing and what we
meend 1o do to adjust state policy. This approach is a “win-win" approach—the national
rescarchers would still be able to use the SIPP for national data collection, and policy
Mhakirs in Maine and al) SO states could use the state level data to make better state level
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polidy. Morcover, the state leve! data would be a separate resourse for researchers to
allod them ta better assess and track the implications of policy choices.

‘This state level data would be collected every two years, available four to six
morgl after collection, and easy to use. By comparison, the SIPP data is collected every
fouriyveurs, becomes avallable a year or more after collection, and is so difficult to use
conrketly that only a few hundred people nationwide can work with it. It s essentielly
ynayailshle to Maine agency staff.

. “urthermore, if Congress adopts the state level data approach, it will be made
evet 11 wre useful for ug in Maine because of & public/private partnership. The Annie E.
Cask: T sundation and other foundations have offered to invest at least 31 roillion a year
in tfn np state officials and other policy analysts in using the state level data, and in
provading technical assistance to people in the states on using the data, thus ensuring that
the date wvill be appropristely used and sccessible.

" | ¢ dats would be important as Maine implements the changes in the welfare
reatjiharization bill; it would however go bevond that bill to guide our decisions for a
widk range of programs serving children and families. While HHS would determine the
actua’ cuestions to be included in the survey, some of the information that it would
inclade is:

|

'« Data on how healthy our children are, which can guide our decisions in how best

o invest in improving children's health; ‘

'« Data on how many children are insured, and how many are eligible for public

: lhealth insurance but uninsured, which can guide our outreach and enrollment
stfogts for SCHIP;

"« Data on cortact with non-custodial parents, which we can use (o develop or

: improve fatherhood programs;

'« Dats on family structure and child well-being—as you know, the welfare bill
;ncludes significant new funds for marriage promotion, and this data will help us
detemine what are appropriate uses for those funds;

"« Data on parental perceptions of ¢hild care quality, to guide decisions on how best

: to invest child care funds;

. Data on the amount of time children are generally spending in child care, to

giide decisions on hourly worlk requirements for families moving from welfare
to work,

{4 recent economic slow down gives a particularly good example of why we need
copen, state Jevel, data. As yow know, the demands on Maine's socie] services programs
hasde :-zwn just as our fiscal resources for meeting those demands have fallen, If we had
surren data on how children were doing and what needs were most scvere, that sould
have ¢ ded our difficult debates over what services to cut. Data collected every two
years cor fill that need, data collectad every four years cannot.
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!:As vnu. know, good policy decisions rely on good information, When it comes to
sométiing as important as the well-being of Maine’s children, we should not be flying
blind. T know that, like me, you care deeply about the future of Maine's children. This is
gn ithpertant way in which we can wotk together on our commnon concem.

Mhank you for your attention to this matter.

ohn E. Baldacci
Governor

Ce !,Pri :zilla Hobson Hanley, Comunittee on Governmental Affairs
By fax (202) 224 9603



